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Cultural Identities on the Move

A SOUL FOR EUROPE Conference 2016

Conference Report, 9 November 2016

Opening
Video Message by Martin Schulz (President of the European Parliament)

Martin Schulz © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

What is it that could be described as the soul of Europe? It is the idea of facing upcoming
challenges together across borders and with the help of common institutions. It is the id ea of
a transnational community + a community that by making use of its cultural power is able to
come up with new ideas and innovation that help continue the development of the European
Union. It is you, dear ladies and gentlemen, who are the soul of Europe. It is us, the citizens.

If we want the EU to succeed, weneed to fight hard for it. We should use our culture as a soft
power, using its unifying qualities instead of misusing it as an instrument to divide and
separate. | am glad that you all have come together here in Berlin in order to share ideas on
the futur e of the European Union. New perspectives on ard new visionary images of Europet
that is what arts and culture can offer on a different level than politics. Culture can be used as
a weapon against prejudices, againstracist _ | b nmnsj g qr kitmnly leekeeelthatq ,
culture can play a key role in raising citiz ens-awareness of Europe.
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© A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

The main co-organizers, funders and supporters of the -A Soul for Europe - Conference 2016
(from [eft to right): Michael Thoss (Allianz Kulturstiftung), Hana Stojic (traduki/ S. Fischer
Stiftung) Sabine Hentzsch(Goethe Institut), Frank Pjplat (European Parliament Information
Office), Monigue Cantoe Sperber (Evens Foundation).Below (right). Brigitte Russ - Scherer

(Cities for Europe/Stiftung Zukunit Berlin)

Monigue Carnto-Sperber and Brigitte Russ-Scherer © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com
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Debate I: Arts and Culture for Europe

Controversy
Gyorgy Dragoman (author and literary translator )

(N

Gyorgy Dragoman and Farid Tabarki © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

Gyorgy Dragoman. Art and culture can cross borders, especially linguistic ones. Artists work
with empathy and can understand what is happening on the policy level at the moment. Art
rather takes a reflective than an activist approach. As an artist you have to listen to your
consclousness and be your own consciousness sometimes. And under certain conditions an
artist has to become a real activist as well. The same applies for the other way around.
politics should be more involved in arts. The people need to listen even if they do not want to
hear anything anymore.

Debate

Enrique Baron Crespo (former President of the EP)

Ernest van Buynder (member of the board of directors of Evens Foundation)

Beral Madra (art critic and curator)

Jens Nymand Christensen (deputy director-general for Education and Culture at the
European Commission)

Doris Pack (former member of the EP)

Helen Sildna (founder of Tallinn Music Week)

Julie Ward (member of the EP)

Moderated by Farid Tabarki (founding director of Studio Zeitgeist and member of the -A Soul
for Europe®Strategy Group), Volker Hassemer (co-d ms | bcp md -? Qms|j
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Julie Ward, Enrique Bardn Crespo, Doris Pack, Jens Nymand Christensen, Helen Sildna, Erest van Buynder and Gyodrgy
Dragoman © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com
Enrigue Baron Crespo: In the current situation it is not only important to have an economic
and monetary union, but also to have a common nationality and common values. Culture is a
key element for a peaceful society.

Julie Ward: Arts and culture are the most important factor of all. They can make asignificant
contribution. dialogue in the area of diversity and different values. By the means of arts and
culture people come together, they learn from each other , about each other and about
themselves.

Jens Nymand Christensen. The European programmes have to recognise that inclusion /s
important. It is about integration, it is about living together, it is about building on European
values. We cannot live in parallel societies.

Beral Madra: When Istanbul was European Capital of Culture in 2010, there were 600 projects
which were realis ed with partners from the EU. We have a veryprecise and enthusiastic vision
for the transformation of culture. We respect the freedom of expression, pluralism, the

human rights and gender equality. This is mirrored in the works of art, especially in the field
of visual arts.

Doris Pack: Ten years ago we foundedthe film award of the European Parliament, the Lux
Prize. Our colleagues are thus able to address many more people who are not concerned with
politics. An opportunity for conversation opens up.

Helen Sildna: Art is a medium of communication - n _ p ¢ v a be hawe fo &earero
communicate with the society via these popular means and recognise that we are the ones

ufm _pc pcgnml qgg jc dmp sqgl e amkks/l ga_r gml
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Debate Il: Flight and Migration: The New European Divide
Input
Rita Siissmuth (former president of the German Federal Parliament)

Rita Stissmuth © A Soul for Eurobei,;et‘e's‘aw-foto.com
For me, culture is the basis of all areas of activities. | wish we would invite more
representative s of the world of the arts to our corporations, more writers, painters, sculptors
and filmmakers. The same wish applies to the EU.that artists shall be in our midst and not
only consulted every now and then.

Are we in a situation in which the European Union divides into West and East?Polaris ation
rather marginalis es us and does not leadto solutions. We are notonly facing the polaris ation
resulting from the refugee crisis, there is also a polaris ation going on concerning the states
with huge financial and economic problems and high unemployment. Given these problems,
solidarity is more than emergency relief. Solidarity is rooted in the common shaping of
Europe. That is the social teaching of the European Union: to face the responsibilities together
in order to bring them to a solution.

In this phase of the refugee crisis we learned how important the polis, the city, the
municipality Is. Many initiatives to reduce problems have been developed right theret+ both
with migrants and natives, by the way

/ can only encourage you to try to understand the origin of the people, their identity and also
their understanding of sovereignty. Sometimes this is easier to accomplish in col laboration
with artists than with citizens in their ever yday difficulties. | call upon you not to forward this
East- West divide, this cultural split, any further. It is high time to take countermeasures so
that populism with all its radicalism and inhumanity will not dominate us.


http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/representative
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/of
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/the
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/world
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/of
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/the
http://de.pons.com/%C3%BCbersetzung/englisch-deutsch/arts
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Debate

Dessy Gavrilova (founder and chairwoman of The Red House Center for Culture and Debate,
Sofia)

Ales Steger (writer, editor, literary critic)

Dejan Ubovic (director of Cultural Front Belgrade, m ember of the A Soul for Europe Strategy
Group)

Rita Siissmuth (former president of the German Federal Parliament)

Moderated by Gemma Pérzgen (journalist)

Bcgqgqw E_tpgjmt_* 2jc’ §&r cdand&emtaRrzgerQeeAqSpWt for Edirope, &eshw-foto.c8m mt g

? J &Steger: The countries now beinglabelled g - C_qgrcpl! ® a_ | [ mr ¢ aml qg
sl gdmpk pcegm/ wvgrf _ fmkmecl msqg gbcl rgrw, @sr u
concepts: the first is the concept ofauto-g k k s | gqg_r gml * ufcpc* “w rpwgl e
mr f ¢ p ®tenvamanoaralic proce ss, which+ hopefully+ leads to an open society. The

second concept results from a refusal of the first. Strangers are met with rejection and there

Is no policy of integration, which leads to the formation of ghettos.

Dessy Gavrilova:ln economic terms, we are experiencing a sort of retaliation of globalisation.

Globalisation has created worldwide prosperity as well as winners and losers. The working

aj _qqq _q Jjmgcpqg md ejm _jgq_rgml qgcc rfc umpjb-qg
better to try to understand these circumstances of life and the resulting attitudes. This is the

only way to develop political proposals that solve the problems.

Dejan Ubovi : Some countries weigh up the advantages and damags* c , e, -npcqgqgspc
@sqgqqcj g® ml mlc qgbc tcpgsqg qgqmag_jJ * Withaegardmk ga _ /
fo the government, the key lies in Brussels. Our government in Serbia follows the rules, but
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?/ ¢~ Q@nahe onp hand, you feel as part of a Europe that strives to be organised

democratically. There are many initiatives working hard for this goal. On the other hand, we

live in a Europe with increasingly neo-colonial features, and small states can easily feel like

economic colonies within Europe. Economic interdependence was the fundament of the

Cspmnc_[| Sl gml* gm | mr-s m®&j; wp manc qq@gc ¢ t cbsr miFe mS -
need to reconsider their role and responsibility.

Rita Stissmuth: We have to create an exchange between politics and what is happening among
the people. What we need are new forms of participation and of mutual interaction as well as

a new dialogue. Peoplehave to feel that they are being seen and taken seriously. To get there,
we need direct discussions and face-to-face conversation.

Artistic Intervention
MitMachMusik

MitMachMusik © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

Kgr K_afKsqgi &glKs@lgeqg gRpnfe c-rkf cipgel'e gg ~_qgcb ml rfc
wonderfully effective medium which can help refugee children to feel at home in their new

host country, Germany: Professional musicians, including also some from the refugee

community, Visit several refugee centres in Berlin and Potsdam regularly. Through music, the

children learn to express themselves, and to listen and respond to others + their social

- _lrcl!l!l _g® bctcjmn, e@ewv jc_plgle rfc [ cu qigjj ma
achievement and pride, as well as experiencing emotional satisfaction. And it is a skill which

gains them praise and acknowledgment from others.
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Debate Ill: Starting from the Bottom-up
Controversy

Ivan Krastev (chairman of the Center for Liberal Strategies Sofia)
Elmar Brok (member of the EP)

Elmar Brok, Ivan Krastev © A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

Elmar Bro k: The core problem | see is that citizens are so worried about the economic and
social consequences of globalisation that they resort to the haven of nationalism and
authoritarian leadership. In times of distress, the nation still is the provider of identi ty. For
this reason, Europe can only be renewed once national governments assume their
responsibility for decisions taken in Brussels. We therefore propose in the European
Parfiament that the Council of Ministers shall hold its sessions in public just like the Federal
Council of Germany. Citizens have to get a chance topolitically punish those who are
responsible for a certain decision. When responsibilities in decision - making are not apparent,
distrust and aversion can easily gain ground.

lvan Krastev: The change of what is possible and impossible is the distinguishing mark of our

time. Eastern Europe is not euro-sceptic but euro-pessimistic. Many of us have experienced

how fragile and vulnerable the political process is. Many have first - hand experience of their

ams!l rpw-q bgqgqgl!/ rcep_rgml, Aclrp_j _I b C_qgrcpl! Cs
amkcgqg rm rfc CS* _q rfcw dc_p ¢l bgle sn ml rfc |
the populist parties. We need contact with the political eli te as well as with the part of the

population that is doubtful of Europe. Many of these people do not like to discuss with persons

ufm _tc t_jscqg bgddcpc/! r dightkagmantatignoandi / , Cspmnc
arrange for a return to the public s pace of society, where people can share experiences.
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Debate

Maria Badia i Cutchet (former vice-president of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of
Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament)

Rumena Buzarovska (author, literary translator, assistant professor of American literature at
the State University of Skopje)

Ulrike Guérot (director of European Democracy Lab)

Arne Lietz (member of the EP)

Lorenzo Marsili (co-founder and director of European Alternatives)

Hannes Swoboda (former member of the EP)

Jon Worth (blogger and communications consultant for European institutions)

Moderated by Farid Tabarki (founding director of Studio Zeitgeist and member of the -A Soul

for Europe®Strategy Group), Volker Hassemer (co-d ms | bcp md -? Qmsj dmp

Ulrike Guérot, Jon Worth, Ps k c | _  @s ; Lorpnmd Mpisili and Maria Badia i Cutchet© A Soul for Europe, seesaw-foto.com

Rumena Bu- arovska: In Macedonia, we are only just beginning to understand the importance
of a civil society and the concept of citizenry and how citizens can find their role. One has to
find ways to enable people fo raise their voice. Fear and the lack of tradition of speaking out
freely are the main problems in this discourse.

Jon Worth: | believe that the individual person has a responsibility. Each individual has to
become active. On European average, only 2% of the citizensire members of a political party.
You in the audience should foin one and participate in the local campaigns!

Lorenzo Marsili: NGOs, bloggers and activists open up a third space between the establish
ment and other parties. This third space asks everybody to act. We now have to come together
to build something as close as possible to a pan-European party.

Cs |


https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleccions_al_Parlament_Europeu_de_2004_(Espanya)

